
English 12: Honors Identity  

Summer Reading Assignment  

 

12th Grade Honors Summer Reading Selections – read one selection:  

 

1. Catch-22 by Joseph Heller 

2. Pudd'n Head Wilson by Mark Twain  

3.  The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver 

 

Here is your chance to put your literary analysis, listening, and speaking skills to the test.   

 

What is it? A Socratic Seminar is a student-led discussion that is based on an “essential question.” Socrates, an 

Athenian philosopher born in 469 BC, is credited with formulating this method of discussion. Encouraging 

participants to sit in a circle, Socrates would draw knowledge from the group by presenting a series of deeply 

philosophical questions. A seminar consists of four elements: 

 

1. The text – One selection from the above list 

2. The essential question - What impact does environment have on identity?   

3. The leader- Offers the initial question and then plays a dual role as leader and participant. 

4. The participants- Study the text in advance, listen actively, and share ideas using evidence from the 

text for support. 

 

Your task:  Answer the essential question above through a close reading of the text. In order to prepare for the 

Socratic Seminar for your selected novel, you will need to gather significant quotations and examples from the 

book.   

 

*Merriam-Webster defines environment as the following: 1) “A person’s physical surroundings” and 2) “The 

social and cultural conditions that affect the life of a person or community”. Environment is not limited to one’s 

physical surroundings; it is“the sum total of all surroundings of a living organism, including natural forces and 

other living things, which provide conditions for development and growth as well as of danger and damage” 

(Business Dictionary). When answering the essential question, consider not only how the physical environment 

impacts one’s identity but also the social environment, the relationships that are formed in the environment, the 

cultural norms and traditions within the said environment, etc.  

 

Step #1:  Finding Evidence from Your Novel:   

As you read, annotate the text. Divide the novel into fifths, and select one passage from each section that 

addresses the essential question.  You must create a total of five (5) ‘quote sandwiches.’ A quote sandwich 

consists of the context, an attribution, the quotation with a parenthetical citation, and the commentary on the 

quotation.  

Example Quote Sandwich 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

In his speech, Old Major sets up a dichotomy: the workers, or producers, and the owners, those who own and 

control the means and yields of production. The animals are powerless to keep the products of their bodies 

and their labor, while man uses the animals for his own benefit, neglecting those who made the benefits 

possible.  Old Major asserts, “Man is the only creature that consumes without producing….Yet he is lord of 

all the animals. He sets them to work, he gives back to them the bare minimum that will prevent them from 

starving, and the rest he keeps for himself” (29). Orwell wants his readers to see this relationship as patently 

unfair. This is evident in the language Old Major uses to describe the situation. It is further elucidated when 

Old Major goes on to say that, should the animals remove man from the picture, “the root cause of hunger and 

overwork is abolished forever.” Finally, Old Major points out that “all the evils of this life of ours spring from 

the tyranny of human beings.” Peace, equality, and justice are antithetical to the values of the tyrant, whose 

power is often exercised cruelly and unjustly. This speech sets the stage for the Rebellion, which should bring 

about an utopian society in which “all the produce of [the animals’] labour would be our own” and in which 

all the animals would be “rich and free.” 

Attribution  



Quotations do not speak for themselves; they must be introduced and interpreted (you will need to do the 

talking for them).  

 Context:  The context introduces your reader to the quotation’s original context: who said it and where 

they said it. Strong context will also guide your reader to notice the point or focus in the quotation that’s 

important to your text or argument.  

 Attribution/ Quotation: Once the context has been established, you have to include the actual quote 

itself. All quotes must have an attribution (e.g. Clarissa states, “….”), be enclosed in quotation marks 

and include parenthetical in-text citations; in addition, all quotes must be documented in their entirety; 

do not use the ellipses to omit any information. 

 Commentary: Avoid using the language “This quote proves that” or “This quote shows that” (in fact it 

is a quotation only because you are using it as such). Analyze the connection between the new 

information your quote is providing, the information you have already provided in your context, and the 

essential questions. Don’t expect the reader to make this connection! The more you can make the 

nuances evident, the more effective your analysis will be. 

 

 

How will you be graded? 

 By coming to the seminar prepared with five (5) quote “sandwiches” (25 points).  

 

 This assignment must be typed, following proper MLA formatting. Please visit OWL Purdue: MLA 

Formatting and Style Guide Website should you need a refresher. Any assignment that does not adhere 

to the MLA formatting and/or the guidelines set forth in the requirements will be promptly returned and 

incur a 10 percent late penalty each day it is late. 

 

  By participating in a meaningful way during the seminar.  To participate in a meaningful way means to 

make a comment, make a connection to the text, ask a question that builds on what other participants are 

saying, etc.  

 

 By being an academic participant, the teacher will be watching your conduct and grading you 

accordingly.  Do you 

o Speak loudly and clearly? 

o Stick with the subject? 

o Avoid inappropriate language (slang, technical terms, sloppy diction, etc.) 

o Seem prepared/interested? 

o Listen to others respectfully? 

 

 

IMPORTANT: 

Your preparatory work is due on the first day of class. You will also be required to submit your summer 

assignment to Turnitin.com on the first day of class, so please bring your flash drive and/or have access to 

your Google Account in order to do so. Assignments not submitted on the first day will be deemed late and 

incur a 10 percent grade reduction each day (for up to five days).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


